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Causes of Discontent in Virginia, 1676. 

[McDonald Papers, Vol. I, Virginia State Library.! 

(continued.) 

ISLE OF WIGHT GRIEVANCES. 

Wee have seen the declaratione from his Majesties Hon ble 
Commissioners to the poore yet his Ma Je * most Loyall subjects of 
the Isle of Wight countie wee have presumed to return this to 
your Honors that wee have cause to belive ther are many per- 
sons who have endeavored to infuse into you verry sinister opin- 
ions of our proceedings in relation to the disturbance which was 
in this country the which to the outmost of our knowledges and 
intents wee will declare. Wee haveing a long time layen under 
great oppressions, and evrie year being more and more opprest 
with great taxes, and still doe load us with greater and un- 
necessarie burdens; it was enacted by the Gov r and assembly for 
the building of forts back in the woods upon severall great mens 
Lands, under pretence of securitie for us against the Indians, 
which we perceaving and verrie well knowing that ther pretence 
was no securitie for us, but rather a ruine to the countre, which 
was the cause of our riseing with intents to have our taxes 
Lowered, not that we rose in any wayes of Rebellion against our 
most dreed Soveraigne Lord the King as by our actions may 
appeare, for wee noe sooner rose but wee sent in a petitione and 
our agrievances to S r Win. Berkeley, Knt. , who was not at home 
but the Ladie Berkeley promised that shee would acquent his 
Hon' with our business, and by her request or comand, wee 
evrie man returned home, and as for our being in armes wee was 
commanded thereto by one act of Gov', Counsell and Assembly. 

2ly. After this it was the Governor's pleasure to send an order 
for a new election of Burgesses which was in May last, to the 
best of our remembrance, the which was done according to his 
order, which priviledge wee had not in twelve years before, soe 
wee all expected redress from this Assembly, but nothing 
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answered but only to the Indian warr, ther was fifty seven men 
Leavied for to goe out of the Isle of Wight County under the 
comand of Nathaniel Bacon, a person whom we knew not nor 
till that tyme never herd of, though notwithstanding in reference 
to the command of the Gov" and Assembly our men was raised 
and sent with two months provisione at which tyme, when as 
our men was gone and under the comand of Squire Bacon, S r 
Wm. Berkeley was raising of men against them in Gloster to the 
quantitie of fower or five hundred men, as wee are credibly in- 
formed, whom when they understood upon what account they 
wer raised told his Hon' to fight against thee county men, neigh- 
bours and friends, they would not, upon which the Gov r went 
away and all the great men whither wee know not and left us 
as sheep without a shepherd to the mercy of the heathen, yet 
under the comand of Nathaniel Bacone and this as much as wee 
can say of this disturbance. 

3ly. As to our oppressions where as Col u Joseph Bridger* 

* Colonel Joseph Bridger, of " Whitemarsh," Isle of Wight County, 
was, according to tradition, the son of Joseph Bridger, who superin- 
tended the building of the old brick church in that county, in 1632. 
He was born 1628, Burgess for Isle of Wight 1657 and 1663 ; in 1664 a 
commissioner to adjust the boundary line with Maryland; in 1666 com- 
missioner to confer with Maryland and North Carolina in regard to 
tobacco ; in 1666 was again Burgess, and was Adjutant-General of the 
colony; in 1680 was Commander-in-chief of the horse of Isle of Wight, 
Surry, Nansemond, and Lower Norfolk Counties ; in 1670 he Was ap- 
pointed member of the Council. He died April 15th. 1686, possessed 
of a large personal estate, 12,000 acres in Isle of Wight, besides other 
lands in Surry, James City, and Maryland. His lengthy epitaph has 
been printed in the Virginia Historical Society Publications, Vol. XI, 
page 142, so need not be reproduced here. His wife survived him, 
and appears to have become a Quaker, as the will of Colonel John 
Lear was proved in 1698 by the "affirmation of Madam Elizabeth 
Bridger," one of the witnesses. Colonel Bridger's will is on record in 
Isle of Wight, and in it he mentions his brick house on his White- 
marsh farm. From an act passed 1752 to dock the entail on certain 
land that had belonged to him, it appears that he had issue : I. James'; 
II. William*, married — — , and died 1704; III. Lieutenant-Colonel 
Samuel, justice of Isle of Wight 1691, died in 1713, s. p.\ IV. Martha*, 

married Godwin; V. Mary*; VI. Elizabeth; VII. Hester. 

William' and Bridger had issue : I. James* ; II. William*, Burgess 
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for intertaining of Col" Wm. Coole.f Col u Charles M orison, J 

for Isle of Wight 1718, married . Their eldest son, Joseph 4 

Bridger, was the owner of " Whitemarsh " in 1752. He was doubtless 
the Joseph Bridger who was Burgess for Isle of Wight 1757, 1758, 1762, 
1762-3 (in which year he vacated his seat by accepting the office of 
sheriff), 1763, 1769, and probably other years. Mr. R. S. Thomas, in his 
history of the " Old Brick Church," says that William Bridger, grand- 
son of Colonel Joseph Bridger, was a vestryman, 1729-30 ; Major Joseph 
Bridger, another grandson, vestryman, 1735-47, an d that Joseph Bridger, 
who was a vestryman, 1747-49, a "d Colonel Joseph Bridger, vestryman, 
'757-691 were great grandsons. A James Bridger was a vestryman, 
1766-77. Mr. Thomas also states that Colonel Joseph Bridger had a 
son, Joseph, who died in 1712. James Bridger was Burgess 1758, 1765, 
and 1768, in which year he retired from the House. Joseph Bridger 
was Sheriff of Isle of Wight, 1732. Colonel Joseph* Bridger died intes- 
tate in 1769, leaving a widow, Mary Peirce (sister of Thomas Peirce, 
who was member of the Convention of 1788 from Isle of Wight), who 
married, secondly, June, 1773, Colonel Josiah Parker, of" Macclesfield," 
Isle of Wight, who was a distinguished officer in the Revolution, and 
M. C, and had two daughters, Judith, who married Richard Baker, 
and Catherine, who married Blake Baker, sons of Benjamin Baker, of 
Nansemond County. The former was the father of Richard II. Baker, 
of Norfolk (1788-1871), who was for thirty-seven years judge of the 
Circuit Court. 

Elizabeth Bridger, who died in 1717, names in her will her daughter 
Patience Milner, and grandchildren Elizabeth and Maria Norsworthy, 
children of her daughter Elizabeth, who married George Norsworthy. 

t Colonel William Cole, of " Bolthorpe," Warwick County (who may 
have been the son of William Cole, who was born 1597, came to Vir- 
ginia in 1618, and was Burgess for Nutmeg Quarter in 1629), was born, 
according to his epitaph, in 1638, and died March 4th, 1694. He was 
appointed member of the Council March 1st, 1674-5 (Sainsbury Papers), 
and Secretary of State 1689. In 1680 he was commander of Warwick 
County, and in 1685 he was collector of Lower James River. The epi- 
taph on his tomb at " Bolthorpe," which also bears his arms — Ar. a 
cross lozengz — crest : out of a coronet, a dexter hand, holding a wand, 
with two serpents twined around it, has been printed in the William 
and Mary Quarterly, Vol. I, page 142. Colonel Cole was married three 

times; first, to , who died before 1674; second, Ann, daughter 

of Governor Edward Digges ; third, Martha, daughter of Colonel John 
Lear, of Nansemond County. 

The tomb of the second wife is at " Bolthorpe," with the Digges 
arms, and the following epitaph : 
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Col" Lam be [Lemuel] Masone,§ two or three dayes in dividing 



" Here lyeth the Body of Ann the 

Wife of William Cole of Warwick 

County Esq'r, one of the Daughters of 

Edward Digges Esq'r son of 

S'r Dudley Digges, Master 

of the Rolls to King Charles 

the First. She Departed this life 

the 22d day of November 1686 

In ye 29th year of her Age. 

Near also to this Place lyeth 

the Bodys of Edward Cole 

and Digges Cole two 
Children of the said Ann." 
By the third wife he had several children, who are commemorated 
by a tomb at " Bolthorpe," which bears the same arms as the tomb of 
Colonel Cole, and the following inscription : 

' ' Here lyeth the Body of Martha the 
Daughter of William Cole & Martha 
his wife (Daughter of John Lear Esq'r) 
Shee departed this life the 19th Day of 
April 1698 in ye Eighth year of her age. 

near also to this place ye bodyes of 

John Cole & Mary Cole two children of 

the said William and Martha." 

Colonel William Cole was doubtless the father of Colonel William 
Cole, of Warwick, who was a Burgess 1718, visitor of William and 
Mary 1723, and sheriff 1726-27. According to a case in one of the early 
reports of the Court of Appeals of Virginia (the exact reference has 

been mislaid) he married Mary , and his will was dated 1729. 

Their children were : I. William, who had a son, William, born June, 
1744'; II. Mary, married (1st) — — — West, (2d) Ferdinand Leigh; til. 
Jane, married (1st) Colonel Nathaniel Claiborne, of "Sweet Hall," (2d) 
Stephen Bingham, (3d) Colonel Francis West. It is believed that Wil- 
liam Cole, who lived at " Swin-yards," Charles City, shortly before 
the Revolution, was of this family. He has descendants. 

Roscoe Cole, of Williamsburg, who was alive 1830, and had an only 
child, Ann E., who married William F. Hamilton, of New York, and 
Roscoe Cole, living in Gloucester 1740, are believed to have been of 
this family. William James Roscow, son of Major William J. Cole, 
died at Wilmington, Fluvanna, October 10th, 1832, aged two years. 

X Thomas Moryson (died 1591), of Cadeby, Lincolnshire, M. P. for 
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of the Counties had between forteen or fifteen thousands pounds 



Great Grimsby 157a, 1584, 1586, and 1588-90, married Elizabeth, daugh- 
ter of Thomas Moigne, of Willingham, Lincolnshire, and was the father 
of: I. Fynes Moryson (1566-1612?), M. A. of Peterhouse, Cambridge, 
1587, who traveled extensively in Europe and Asia; in 1600 was ap- 
pointed Chief Secretary to the Lord Deputy of Ireland, and not long 
after was wounded in action there. Wrote an " Itinerary " of his trav- 
els, which was published in 1617; II. Sir Richard Moryson (1571?- 
1628), served as a lieutenant and captain in the English troops in France 
and the Low Countries, was a lieutenant-colonel in the "Island Voy- 
age)" and went to Ireland as colonel in Essex's army. Here he served 
actively; was governor of Waterford and Wexford in 1604, and in 1609 
was vice-president of Munster ; M. P. for Bandon in 1614, and left Ire- 
land in 1615, after fifteen years honorable service. In that year he was 
appointed lieutenant-general of the ordnance in England, and settling 
at Tooley Park, Leicestershire, was chosen M. P. for Leicester, January 
8th, 1620-1. He married Elizabeth, daughter of Sir Henry Harrington 
[Dictionary of National Biography). They had issue : I. Sir Henry, 
knighted at Whitehall, October 8th, 1627, and died s. p. Ben Jonson 
has commemorated in an ode the intimate friendship between Moryson 
and Lord Falkland, two of his most cherished "sons." II. Major 
Richard, settled in Virginia at an early date ; was appointed comman- 
der of the fort at Point Comfort March 20th, 1638, and in February. 
1641, was appointed member of the Council, in room of Roger Win- 
gate, deceased. On April 17th, 1641, the Council made an order that 
Captain Richard Morrison, captain of his Majesty's fort at Point Com- 
fort, petitioning for leave to go to England on important occasions, and 
promising to return by the next shipping, it was allowed, his brother, 
Mr. Robert Morrison, engaging himself for him (Robinson's Notes). 

He married Winifred . In 1651 she patented 400 acres on Horn 

Harbor, with Major Richard Morrison as one of the head-rights, and 
in 1656, as Mrs. Winifred Morrison, widow, she patented 300 acres on 
Town Harbor and Pepper Creek, with Major Francis Morrison (twice) 
as one of the head-rights. They appear to have had only one son, 
Colonel Charles Morrison, who in 1680 was colonel of the militia, and 
presiding justice of Elizabeth City County. In 1665 Major Francis 
Moryson, writing to Lord Clarendon, asks that"Yo'r Lo'pp will be 
pleased that my nephew Charles Morrison may have the command [of 
the fort at Pt. Comfort] a Youth every way (if my neereness to him 
doth not make me misstake) capable of the place, my Lord ffawkland 
gott it for his ffather, the onely compensation any of us had, for the 
Lieutenantship of the Ordnance purchased by my ffather and settled 
on my elder Brother, by composition w'th S'r Edward Villiers for Mas- 
ter, and disposed of by his Ma'tie to S'r William Heydon w'th a prom- 
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of tobacco from our countrie which wee humbly conceave is on 
great oppression. 

ise to conferre upon my Brother a place of equal Vallew." Charles 
Morrison appears to have married Rebecca, widow of Colonel Leonard 
Yeo, of Elizabeth City County, for in the General Court, June, 1670, 
was a suit by John Cooper, son of John Cooper, deceased, vs Mr. 
Charles Morrison, who married the executrix of Colonel Yeo, and in 
Elizabeth City records, 1693, is mention of Colonel John Lear (of Nan - 
semond), and his wife, Rebecca, administratrix of Colonel Charles Mor- 
rison, deceased. In the same connection it is stated that Colonel Mor- 
rison's mother was Winifred Morrison. Colonel Morrison died without 
issue, about 1692, at Plymouth, England, when about to return to Vir- 
ginia. HI. Colonel Francis, served, apparently as a major, in the 
King's army during the civil war in England ; came to Virginia in 1649. 
was Speaker of the House of Burgesses March, 1655-6, and December, 
1656; governor of the colony from April 30th, 1661, to between Sep- 
tember and November, 1662. In September, 1674, "Colonel Francis 
Moryson, Mr. Secretary Ludwell, and Major General Robert Smith *' 
were appointed agents for Virginia in England to endeavor to secure 
a repeal of the grant of the Northern Neck to Arlington and Culpeper, 
and to obtain a new charter. In their negotiations on the last subject 
they state that thev " conceive it to be the right of Virginians, as well 
as all other Englishmen, which is not to be taxed but by their consent, 
expressed by their representatives." Though unsuccessful, the agents 
exhibited great firmness and zeal, and as Hening says : " The right of 
the inhabitants of Virginia to be exempted from taxation except by 
their own consent, is insisted on with a degree of zeal and ability, 
which would do honor to statesmen of any age." [Hening II, 518- 
542.) In 1676 Moryson was appointed one of the commissioners sent 
to Virginia to suppress Bacon's Rebellion, and showed a decided incli- 
nation to be lenient. In the next year he returned to England, and 
probably never was in Virginia again. In 1698 his eldest son, Henry, 
was lieutenant-colonel in Lord Cutts' Regiment of foot-guards. IV. 
Captain Robert, lieutenant of the fort at Point Comfort 1645 (Hening 
1,320), died s. p.\ V. Fynes; VI. Letitia, married the celebrated Lu- 
cius Cary, Lord Falkland. After the death of Colonel Charles Morrison, 
there were recorded in Elizabeth City, June 19, 1699, various deposi- 
tions from Rachel, Viscountess Dowager Falkland, Edward Morryson, 
and the inhabitants of Bishop's Waltham, Southampton, England, set- 
ting forth the relationship of Colonel Morrison to the other members 
of the family, and showing that Lieutenant-Colonel Henry Morrison, of 
Cutts' regiment, was his heir-at-law. 

\ Lieutenant Francis Mason, of Lower Norfolk, came to Virginia in 
1613, with his wife, Mary, and daughter, Anne. The first wife died, 
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4.1y. That Col" Bridger had fined severall men for not coming 
to trouping or else where which were fined some one hundred, 
2oo, 300, pounds of tobacco, all the which wee desire to know 
to what use it is put and that it may be produced for a publiqe 
good it amounting to severall thousands of tobacco, the which 
as wee doe suppose Col u Bridger makes use to his own private 
Interest. 

5ly. Whereas formerly it was accounted a great leavie that 
was 40 or 50 pounds of tobacco per each when we wer not half 

probably between 1623-25, as at the latter date his wife was named 
Alice (she came in 1622). He was sheriff of the county in 1646, and 
commissioner (justice) from its formation to August 15th, 1648. Ad- 
ministration on his estate was granted November 15th, 1648, to his 
widow, Alice, and son, Lemuel. His son, Francis (by the first wife) 
and daughter. Anne, probably died young and unmarried (though it 
may be that Francis was ancestor of the Masons of Surry county). His 
daughter, Elizabeth, married James Thelaball, a Huguenot immigrant. 
In 1637, Lieutenant Francis Mason stated in an affidavit that he was 
forty-two years old. 

The son, Colonel Lemuel Mason, of Lower Norfolk, was born in 
Virgina after 1625; was justice from 1649; sheriff, 1664 and 1668 ; mem- 
ber of the House of Burgesses, 1654, '57, '58, '59, '60, '63, '75, '85, '92, 
and probably other years. In 1680, he was presiding justice, and 
colonel of the militia of Lower Norfolk, and in 1699 held the same 
positions in Norfolk county. His will, dated June 17th, 1695, proved 
September 15th, 1702, mentions his father, Francis Mason, deceased, 
his wife, Anne (daughter of Henry Sewell, merchant), sons Thomas, 
Lemuell and George, brother-in-law James Thelaball, daughter Fran- 
ces, wife of George Newton, Alice, wife of Samuel Boush, and widow 

of Wm. Porten ; Elizabeth, wife of T. Cocke, Margaret, wife of 

(will torn), Ann, wife of (torn), Mary, wife of Walter Gee, and 

Dinah, and sister Elizabeth Thelaball. The will of the widow, Ann 
Mason, gentlewoman, dated October 30th, proved March 15th, 1705, 
names her daughters, Frances Sayer (after the death of George New- 
ton, she had married Major Francis Sayer), Alice Boush, Mary Cocke 
and Dinah Thoroughgood, and sons Thomas, Lemuel and George. 
There was also a daughter, Abigail, who married George Carford (or 
Craford), and is named in a deed dated 1690. 

Of the sons, Thomas Mason was a justice of Norfolk, 1699, and 
George and Lemuell in 1702 and 1714. 
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soe many tithables and a continual! warr to be maintained, and 
now wee know noe occasione extraord inane, yet wee paying 
neer two hundred a head yearly, but for what we know not. 

61y. That great quantities of Tobacco that was Leavied upon 
the poor people to the building of houses at James town, which 
was not made habitable but fell down again befor tbey were 
finished. 

7ly. That notwithstanding the great quantities of amunitione 
payd by shipes for fort duties for the countries service and con- 
siderable summes of tobacco raised to maintain a magazine yet 
upon all occasions wee are forced to provide powder and shott 
at our proper charges or else fined. 

81y. That wee have been compelled to buy ourselves gunnes, 
Pistolls and other armes to maintaine severall of our comanders 
Hon 1 * and keep our ourselves from fineing haveing been severall 
tymes threaten befor wee could procure them which some of us 
bought it at a dear rate of them have now taken them away from 
us, the which wee desire to be restored to us again. 

oly. The more to encourage the Indians against us they have 
sent severall of them out armed to look after our Christian 
Neighbours who are gone some where to secure themselves. 

ioly. That severall p'sons estates are ceased and part taken 
away befor the owners is convicted of any crime, notwithstanding 
they layed hold of the hon u * Gov' act of indemnitie and have 
taken the oath of Allegiance to his gracious Ma" and fidelitie to 
his 'MjJ" Gov'. 

uly. Wee desire you our Burgesses to give none of our es- 
tates away as formerly ye have done, but if ye must give such 
great summes dispose of your own. 

12. Whereas it was formerly a custom for Sheriffs to remaine 
in ther place but one year, now it is altered, for they doe find 
such a great benefit by it, that they will buy the office, and hold 
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it two yeares soe that they predominate over the poor comen- 
trie, whereas the sheriffs are allowed ten pound for evrie hundred 
that a hogshead containes besides his sellarie, he allowes us but 
thirtie the which wee desire he may be taken off from it or allow 
us as much. 

13. Also wee desire that ther may be a continuall warr with 
the Indians that we may have once have done with them. 

14. Wee desire wee may have libertie to choose our Vestries 
once in three year and that their may noe member of the Court 
be therein. 

15. That no Counseller may sit in any inferior Court. 

16. Also wee desire that evrie man may be taxed according 
to the tracks of Land they hold. 

17. That Major Powell had a hundred pounds of tobacco a 
day, for goeing along with the Gentlemen who divided the 
counties, being as wee conceave nothing concerned. 

18. And more to exact he had twelve pounds of tobacco per 
poole to buy as amonitione, the which we never had. 

19. Wee desire you our Burgesses to call to accompt and ex- 
amine the collectors for the collecting of the 2s and 2d a hogs- 
head, which hath been this many yeares receaved but to what 
use it is put wee the poor, ignorant inhabitants knows, nor how 
disposed off being sensible that the Marchant exhaust the same 
in selling his goods and that wee pay it, and how and by what 
power and law the collector demands 2d a hogshead lor what we 
doe requist to know and if not Legall to dissanull it for the 
futur wee do humbly conceave that the 2s a hogshead was raised 
for to discharge our countrie taxes, therefor we desire our Bur- 
gesses to admitt our hon ble Gov' to have his just dew out of it, 
which is 12 hundred pounds a year and the remainder to assist 
us the poor, inhabitants towards these great burdens and taxes 
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which wee groan under this many yeares being not further able 
to bear it. 

20. That by a late Act of the Grand Assembly to load us 
with further taxes hath enacted forts to be built in severall places 
of this Collonie, which is as wee humbly conceave for nothing 
else, but for the private use of some particular persons and not 
att all for the commons good neither to our certaine knowledge 
any wayes, a defence for us, against our most Barbarous enemies 
who are as wee humbly conceave to much favoured, emboldened 
and encouraged, to warr with us but not wee with them, being 
bound absolutely to the peace as our aprehensione tells us, by 
that Act. Wee therefore desire that wee may not be burdened 
by the building of the fors'd forts nor that wee have any built 
and that they may be quite taken off and quitted from all and 
evrie one of the pretended charges that may or shall be pre- 
sented by any, let them be of what nature and qualitie soever 
they may be, pretended as ane order to the erecting of the afors 4 
forts wee not being able to undergoe soe chargeable a compul- 
sion wherein ther is nether securitie nor defence. 

21. Wee doe also desire to know for what purpose or use the 
late publique leavies of 50 pounds of tobacco and cask per poll 
and the 1 2 pound per polle is for and what benefit wee are to 
have for it, which if it be for our, or our children's good and that 
it doth plainly appear soe wee are willing to the payment thereof, 
but otherways those that have receaved our tobacco to return it 
us again to the relief of our selves and poor families being verrie 
unable to pay it. 

22. Wee desire to know for what wee doe pay our Leavies 
evrie year and that it may noe more be layd in private but that 
wee may have free libertie to hier and see evrie particular for 
what it is raised and that ther may noe more rifts be given to noe 
particular person or persons what soeever nether in publick or 
by private which hath been only means to make us poore and 
miserable. 



23. Whereas formerly it was the custome of Master of Shipes 
s 
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to pay the Castle deuties in powder and shott which was a saftie 
for this Collony att all tymes, and at war against our Indian 
enemie or others which should assault us, now it is as wee under- 
stand converted and that dewly altered by paying it in shoes, 
stockens, linnen and other merchantable goods as the Collectors 
pleaseth, and disposed of to ther own advantages, being noe 
profit or care to country or people, nor noe ease to our intoller- 
able taxes therefor we desire yor Hon™ to have ane account of 
this great bank of mony and where it lys that it may be pro- 
duced for the countrys good and for the futur that it may be 
payed in Powder and shott as formerly and remaine as a Maga- 
zine for the service of Countrie. 

24. Whereas ther is one act that burdens the Countrie with 
Amercements in the Generall and countie Courts to know what 
it is for and to what use it is put and who hath pocketed it which 
is against all resone, for many an honest and good pay Master 
may be sued by too rigid a creditor for what he is willing to pay 
it if he had it and it is enough to have judgement for his debet 
and this Amercement exhaust from him beside which is too much 
to the ruine of the debtor. 

25. Whereas ther are some great persons both in honor rich 
in Estat and have severall wayes of gaines and profitts are ex- 
empted from paying Leavies and the poorest inhabitant being 
compelled to pay the great taxes which we are burdened with 
having a hogshead or two of tobacco to pay for rent and near 
two hundred yearly for Leavies having a wife and two or three 
children to maintain whither our taxes or not the greater by such 
favour and priviledges granted them which wee desire to be 
easd of by ther paying of Leavies as well as wee, they having 
noe necessitie from being so exempted. 

26. And as for the oath that was sent down to us by Nath: 
Bacone was first concluded by severall of the militia officers 
Leftenant Col", Arthure Smith * being the chief in our countie, 

"The first of this family of whom anything is known was Arthur 
Smith, who was a Burgess for Isle of Wight 1644-5. By his will, dated 
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who was with Squire Bacone at the middle plantation and ther 
receded the oath yet soe as Saving our aleagiance to the King. 

Whereas ther are severall clerks in county courts hath enacted 
ther fees on severall persons and especially upon widdows and 
orphans to both ther ruins, wee desire that a certaine rate may 
be put upon the administration And all other fees thereunto be- 
longing. 

Wee alsoe desire you who are his Majesties Commissioners 
for to take a vew or cause to be taken of the forts that we have 
hier made which have cost the country many hundred thousands 
pounds of tobacco and that wee conceave that one fortt at Point 
Comfort had been better and more securer for the King and 
country, for had ther been a fort ther by all mens relatione the 



October ist, 1645 (he died soon afterwards), he left a tract of 2,275 
acres to his children, Thomas, Richard, Jane and George (who all died 
without issue), and Arthur. The last named was a justice of Isle of 
Wight in 1675 and 1680, colonel of the militia in the latter year, and 
Burgess in 1685. By his will, dated December 2d, 1696 (soon after 
which he died), he left his estate to his sons, George and Thomas (who 
both died without issue), and Arthur, and reversion to daughters, Jane, 
Sarah, and Mary, and if they died without issue, to the parish of New- 
port for a free school. Arthur Smith, 3d, was justice of Isle of Wight 
1702-14, and perhaps later, and died before 1752, leaving Arthur Smith, 
4th, his eldest son and heir. In 1752 the town of Smithfield was estab-v 
lished on his land, and in the same year an act was passed, docking 
the entail on that portion. From this act {.Hening VI, 308) the descent 
above given has been taken. Mr. R. S. Thomas, in his account of the 
Old Brick Church, says that Arthur, 3d, died in 1755, and left his estate 
to a nephew, Thomas Smith, who was the father of Colonel Arthur 
Smith, M. C, while another informant states that Arthur, 3d, married 

Lewis, and was the father of Arthur Smith, 4th, who died about 

1800, leaving issue : I. Elizabeth, married , and had a daughter, 

Elizabeth, who married Lieutenant William Cocke, U. S. N.; II. Sally, 
married Isham Jordan; III. Fanny, married Robert West; IV. Lelia, 
married Joseph B. Whitehead ; V. Arthur, born about 1792, captain in 
war of 1812, colonel of the militia, member of the House of Delegates 
1818, 1819-20, 1837, and 1838, of the Council 1814, M. C. 1823-26, and 
declined re election, and was, for forty years, the most popular man in 
the county. He died unmarried. A correct account, in regard to the 
discrepancy stated above, is requested. 
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Dutch had never attempted to a come up the river and burned 
soe many slupes as they did. 

[Signed] 

Richard Penny, 
A very busy man in these tymes. 
John Marshall. 
Richard Sharpe. 
Richard Jorden, Senior, 
One of Bacon's Representatives. 

Edward Miller, 
A harmless poor man. 
John J Davis, 

His mark. 

One that hath bin in armes ag' ye Governm't. 
Antho ffulgham,* 
A Busy p"" that brought this paper to the rest 
to subscribe which was written by Marshall's 
Serv't att the desire of the subscribers hereof. 

[Indorsed] 

Isle of Wight Grievances 

Brought March 5 

For the Burgesses 

To bee purused and Return' d 

To His Ma"" Com". 



[Signed] S" Wiseman. 



[In pencil 5 March,] 
1676-7. 



♦Captain Anthony Fulgham patented land in Isle of Wight, 1665. 
His will was dated October 14th, 1678, and proved December 9th, 1678, 
and his legatees were his mother, brothers Nicholas and Michael Fulg- 
ham, brother Jno. Fulgham's son, Anthony, the female children of 
brother Nicholas, " kinswoman " Martha, daughter of brother Michael. 
Nicholas Fulgham patented in Isle of Wight, 1706. 



